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historic name Royst er , John Henry, Farm 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number State Road 1443 fJ not for publication 

city, town Bullock kJ vicinity 

stateNortb Carol in a code NC county Granville code 077 zip code 27507 

Ownership of Property 

lKJ private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Lia1[eqory of Property 

D building(s) 
[Xl district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

13 

___ structures 
___ objects 

_---==.1_ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _-"0'---__ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
Drnnomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Regist r of Historic Plac and me the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my i i y IXXl D s not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. r.. ~ . 6-! y.-<r (S 

Signature of certifying official Date 
State Historic Preservati 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic- single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Arch itectu ral Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: vernacular 
Greek Revival 
Gothic Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Vacant/not in use 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ---:..=.b-=r~l=-· c=k=------___________ --'-_ 
walls weatherboard 

roof metal 
other wood 

brick 

I£J See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

Perched on a short rise overlooking red clay tobacco fields, 
its outbuildings and farm pond fanned out to its rear, the 
traditionally formed yet stylishly detailed house of the John 
Hen l""' y Hoy s t e)'"' F a l'"' rn has c han g e d lit tIe ~:} inc (7? its cO'(I s t 1'"' U c t ion i 1"1 

the mid-nineteenth century. Two stories tall and one-room deep, 
the weatherboarded, heavy timber frame dwelling has exterior end 
chimneys of brick, a one-story ell, a center hallway and a three­
bay front facade shaded by a one-story porch. Its features so 
common, it could have served as the model for innumerable 
Granville County farmhouses raised in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Inside, the dwelling's intact woodwork is 
original, retaining almost all of its carefully executed wood­
graining. The only notable interior alteration is the recent 
sheathing of its plaster walls with modern wood-paneling. 
Indeed, but for the removal of its shutters and the upper deck of 
:i t s fl""'ont pOl""'ch -. the l· ... ounded co I UrJ11",5 of wh i ch BUg gest a t u'('n of 
the century construction date - and the replacement of its wood 
shingled roof by seamed metal, the house looks identical to its 
image in a 1913 photograph. 

Many of the decorative features of the house are Greek 
r~ e v i val ins t y Ie, inc Iud i n g mol de d b a ~5 e b 0 en" d s ') t ~.o.J 0 - p a '(, e I door's at 
the upstairs rooms and ell, and the five post and lintel mantels. 
These features, commonly found in surviving mid-nineteenth 
century Granville County dwellings, are joined by more exotic, 
Gothic Revival style decorative devices related to the work of 
noted regional architect Jacob Holt. Narrow rounded arches set 
in the posts of some of the mantels, and inset pointed-arch 
motifs found at the window aprons of the west downstairs parlor, 
are similar to the work of Holt and the designs of William 
F~ anI e t t , vJ h 0 s e 1 ~[b_§._ .. _t1C5;.b i t .§.£J.. 0 f 1 84'3 had e:\ rn a l"'" ked i rn pac tin the 
1850s on Holt. Fluted corner pilasters are also reminiscent of 
H 0 1 t ? E:. W 0 l" .... k , a s a l"" e the poi n ted c..1 n d l" .... 0 U 1", d .. - (::\ l"'C he d ') i 1", set pan e 1 5 0 f 
the downstairs front block doors. The house?s most prominent 
decorative feature, and that most closely related to Holt's work, 
i 5 thE' f)· ... o'n ten t )." Y , w h i chi 5 ado 1· ... 1", e cl vd. t h poi n ted e:\)::.1 d 1· ... 0 un d .. -
arched lights and inset panels, and tiny pendants. c Doors, 
bas E' boa ~"' cI sal", d s t a i)· ... £-5 t h ~ .... 0 I .. l g h 0 u t the i n t E,\ l" .... i 0 l"'" a l"-' e han d so fIl ely 
wood-grained. The craftsmanship in the hallway is among the 
finest in the county, featuring a host of different graining 
patterns set in trompe l'oeil panels on the stair risers and 
baseboal""'ds. 
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The farm's 12 late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
outbuildings include an unusually full selection of those most 
oft en f 0 un d 0 l"I 0 1 d t 0 b 2\ C cob e 1 t , b 1"-' i g h tIe a f e)'" E:\ fa 1""' rn s . A I I but 
a charred tobacco barn contribute to its integrity_ The domestic 
out b u i 1 d i 1'", ~~ !,0, c I o~? E~ tot h e h 0 use [/I (.:) " 0 n s k etc h map :I C':n"' e a lib u i 1 t 
of frame. To its northwest stand an early twentieth century 
garage [BJ, corn crib [D] and shed [EJ and a late 
nineteenth/early twentieth century dairy [CJ. Few dairies 
survive in the county that retain their insulation, in this 
instance sawdust packed between the interior and exterior walls. 
To the house's northeast are a late nineteenth/early twentieth 
century smokehouse [HJ and an early twentieth century chicken 
house [FJ and brooder house [8J. Further to the northeast, near 
the edge of the farm pond, are the outbuildings central to the 
farm's existence, those devoted to curing tobacco. Built in the 
late nineteenth or early twentieth century, they are a square­
notched log striphouse [JJ, two-square-notched log tobacco barns 
[I and MJ - one of which [M] went up like a flare with a full 
load of cured tobacco during the 1987 harvest - a metal-sheathed 
I ()g tobacco ba\· ... n CL.J (::\nd a t wO-'-st 01""'y t a 11'1 f.,. ... ame packhouse [I-<J u 

1 Cat h E,\ )." i n e ~I. B ish i)· ... ? II .J a cob W. Hoi t : A n Arne 1"" :i c a 1'"1 B u i 1 d e 1"'" 'I II i 1"1 

~f' rn m 0 1'"L_~£~~ a..g_@'§L'1. .. _ .. __ F~ f.? a d..i 1"1 ~J::!_.-l:lrn E~X:..i c a D.. __ ~.§:r 1"1 a C !:LL€\.l::'_ (=4 ! .... chi t e J..~ t '-Q"'.§_ 

(At hens,} Geo1""'g i a'l 1986) , ppm '+'+7-481.. See i Y', par't i cu 1 a 1"'" pages 
I.~ ~s 8 t h .,. ... 0 u ~~ h I.HS :l , w h i chi ) ... , c Iud e pIa t e s f 1"'" 0 m R c:\ n 1 e t t ? s Lb.s.. 
f:i!: chi t §.f' t ,. R a 1'".I e tt'} s rn ant e Ide s i g 1'", at the bot tom 1 eft 0 f P age 
459 features inset rounded arches, as well as a Gothic rnotif at 
the lintel similar to that of the west parlor's window aprons. 
This latter motif is also found at the backs of the pews of Salem 
Methodist Church in Granville County? another local building 
designed or influenced by HoltM 

~::B i 8h i 1"-', II ,Jacob W~ Ho 1 t : (~n AmE~1"'" i can Bu i 1 de'('. II See in 
particular photograph at page 460 of entry of Vine Hill - built 
i n 1 855 i y", r-~" ) .... a n k 1 i)"', Co un t y , 1\1 0)"' .... the a 1"-' 0 J. ina, by H 0 1 t - vJ h i c h has a 
transom, sidelights and doors almost identical in articulation to 
those of Royster? 5 houseM 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A D B GO C 0 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc DoD E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

SigQificant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Mid-nineteenth century Late 1850s/ 
- 193/ 18608 

Cultural Affiliation 

Nil> .. 

Arch_itec:Y~~.i!der b Hel.t 1 jaco , 
by 

School of or designed 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

fiJ See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENTfOF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Henry Royster Farm is significant historically as 
an intact representative of the rural life in Granville County of 
modest mid-nineteenth century planters and subsequent late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century bright leaf tobacco 
growers. (See Historic Contexts 1 - The Plantation Era in 
Granville County~ 1746-1865 - and 2 - Bright Leaf Tobacco and 
Rural Granville County, 1866-1937) Its well-maintained and 
little altered farmhouse is architecturally significant for its 
Ei En .... 1 Y'1 t r .... a d i t ion a ). 'I C e n t e r" -" hal 1 pIa n I -.. h 0 use f 0 )-"'1'Jl c:\ n d its f i )r, e 
mid-century finish, which includes artful and intact wood­
graining~ Greek Revival adornment and rare Gothic Revival style 
elements reminiscent of the work of noted regional builder Jacob 
Holt~ (See associated Property Type 2 - Greek Revival and 
Romantic Style Dwellings) The farm~s evocation of .bright leaf 
era rural life is bolstered by its 12 outbuildings, all of which 
contribute to its integrity, but for a tobacco barn which was 
scorched beyond repair in a fire during the 1987 harvest. These 
outbuildings include a range of tobacco buildings down a lane 
near the farm pond and other more domestic buildings to the 
house's rear, among which is a rare surviving late nineteenth or 
early twentieth century dairy that still retains some of its 
insulating infill of sawdust. (See associated Property Type 6 -
Outbuildings) Although operated as a traditional bright leaf 
tobacco farm within the past 50 years - and still farmed by 
modern means - the significance of the farm is not extended past 
1937 because it has not achieved exceptional importance within 
that period of time" 

According to descendants, the house was built for John Henry 
F~ 0 Y s t e)·... (1 82 (:3 .. - 1 a f:3 f3 ) and his w i fe, Est h eli' <f:3 t 0 v i::\ 1 l) Ii 0 Y s t e)·... (:L 8.t.~ 0·­
:I. 879) , in t I',e m i d'-n i net eelr,t h cent u)-"'y. I\~o deed ~5Ul''''V i ves wh i ch 

1'" e c () \.-. cI 5 the :i ).... c:l C qui f;;; i t ion 0 f the p 'r'" 0 p £:;. ) .... t Y ~ howe v e)-'" . ~~ t the 
taking of the 1850 federal census, Royster was living with his 
father, Bannister (or Banister) Royster, in the Abram's Plains 
District, the former name of the district in which the house 
stands. By the taking of the 1860 census he had moved from his 
father's house - though he still lived within the district 
married and acquired two slaves, a male aged 22 and a female aged 
13. As his father was a very successful planter who owned 46 
slaves in 1860, and his own estate was valued at $7,585, he may 
well have had the means to build the house shortly before the 
Civil War. Whether or not he built his house before the 1865 
closing date of the plantation era, or during the dawning years 
of the bright leaf era, his dwelling~s heavy timber frame 
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with the 

Royster·s family wealth - if wealth gives one a greater 
opportunity to be exposed to new ideas - may have led him to 
adorn his traditional center-hall plan I-house with the stylish 
if subdued Gothic Revival elements favored by Jacob Holt and his 
imitators.. Elements common to the Holt school include the fluted 
exterior corner pilasters; pointed-arch adorned window aprons in 
the west downstairs parlor; inset rounded and pointed-arch door 
panels; and, most notably and noticeable, the form and finish of 
the front entry. The entry's inset arched panels, tiny pendants 
and rounded side and transom lights are typical· Holt features .. 
b~ n a], m 0 s tid en tic all y a r-' tie u 1 ate den t '1'-. Y 'J for'" e x a rl1 pIe, i s t hat 01':.' 

V i n e H i 1 .1, ~ b u i 1 t by HoI t i '1"1 1 856 i )rl F'- 'r'" a n k ], inC 0 IJ n t y , 1\1 0 ) .... t h 
Carolina.

c 
Whether Holt built the house, and whether or not it 

was raised prior to or shor~ly after the Civil War, 
for no record of its construction date survives and 
~",as ....,pe)''''vas i ve i'l"l the r"'8g i 0'1"1 fo'(" 'dec(::\de!!; on f.0 i the)· ... 

,:!o 
Wa)· .... 

is )rlot kl'-Iown, 
his influe)'''lce 
side of the 

Royster left the house to his daughter, Lucy (Royster) 
F~'r"'a z i e)'..... v'Jh 0 in t u )'-'n f301 d it, in 1 (:305, to h ("o2r" b)'''ot her .... ? Th oma s 
Alexander (1870-1925) and his wife, the former Frances Hobgood 
( 1 883 -" 1 9 5 '3 ) I: Dee cj B 0 cd·( 59, P age 233].. The fi 0 Y s t e)''' san d t h r'" e e 
young daughters - Nancy, Ruth and Marie - are pictured in front 
of the house in a photograph taken circa 1913. Although Frances 
fIl 0 V e d f')'" 0 rI1 the h 0 U:5 e a f e vJ yea r" S aft 12)''' Tho mas 'J de a t h , the h 0 use 
remained in the family until 1981. 

1 I n t e)'-' vie w wit h Ivl ),-'::> u 1'1'1 a 'J"" i e r~ 0 y s t e)''' Cut t s , granddaughter of John 
He'l"l )'., y F~ 0 Y s t e)''' , S e 1:'1 t (7? rn bel'" 1 (; ') 1 987 . 
, .... , 

Co Cat he)''' i n E~ l--J • B ish i 'J"" , " J a cob W. H 0 1 t : A n A rn 12 '1''' i c a Y'I B u i 1 de )'-', II i n 
~gl!.lr!.1 0 )"'1 _E~J a _<?J.~.E?...!!_.J3..E~§J~j:..r19..EL ___ L11 __ .Hf.L1 e)''' i_c a n __ Ve )':D...~~-;:J 1 J:}.t.:._.F 'J"" c 1-LLt. e G..t .. h\J" ~. 
( At he'l"l 5 , G e ell'" 9 i a , 1 '38(;) , P P p 'I' it 7 .- it B 1 . t38 e i Y'I P E\ r" tic u I a)''' p age 5 

Lr 5 8 t h)," 0 ugh il' 6 1 , ,,\I h :i. chi n c 1 u d E-J P 1 at €-?:;) f)· ... 0 I'll W ill i a rn I~ anI e t t 's 1JJ.£. __ 
8.:c..c;ll.t:t§£.:t.. 0 f 1 84· '3 t h c:\ tin f ], u e n c €"~ d H 0 ], t 's W 0 r'" k ? a Y'I d a ph 0 t 0 ~l )'" a ph 
of the entrance to Vine Hill. 
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observed that she thought it was of the Holt school, 
designed by the master himself. She also felt that 
likely built after the Civil War than before it. 
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w. Bishi'r" 
'1'-. at he)· ... than 
it was rno)· ... e 



Bishir, Ca therine W. "Jacob W. 1101 t: An American Builder." Common Places: 
Readings in American Vernacular Architec Athens: University of Georgia 
Press, 1986, pp. 447-481. 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Interviews with Mrs. Marie Royster Cutts, granddaughter of John Henry 
Royster, March 24, 1986, and September 16, 1987. 

Interview, and visit to property, with Catherine W. Bishir, February, 1986. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. 
Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ___________________________ _ 

Acreage of property approximately 11 acres 

UTM References 
ALU I I I I 

Zone Easting 

cLU I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

I' 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: ua State historic prese~ation office 
o Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

BLU I I I I 
Zone Easting 

DLU I I I I 

[]I See continuation sheet 

:KJ See continuation sheet 

ua See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Marv; n A Bra'WJ] lArch; tectllraJ H; star; an & Patr; c; a Esperan fBi stor; an 
organization Granv; J J e COllnty-Oxford Hi stori c Sl1rveo/lte ___ ...LJ..uO-l-/-..I.2:.-J-'-I-/..u8'-1-7 __________ _ 

street & number POBox J556(State Histor;c Pres ~~lihpRe 919 693-1491 
city or town Oxford state -~. C. zip code 27565 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Beg i YI n i YI gat poi n t (-): 1 7 7' 1 9240 4043 1 80 0 nth e US G S pol Y g 0 n 
where the tree line turns southeast, con~lnuing in a straight 
line southeast, along the edge of the woods at the northeast of 
the f c.-=t. Y' m po n d , a p P)'''' 0 x i mat ely 80(> fee t top 0 i n t B : 1 7 7 1 9390 
4043140 on the polygon, where the tree line turns southwest. 
Continuing in a straight line southwest approximately 500 feet, 
along the edge of the woods to the southeast of the farm pond, to 
poi n t C : 1 7 7 1 (:3 3 1 0 L~ (> 1+ 3 (> 8 0 0 nth e pol y g 0 n ~ w he)'" e the t ) .... eel i n e 
t u)' ... n sea st. Con tin u i n gin a s t )' ... a i g h t lin e e a s tap P)'''' 0 x i rn ate 1 y 200 
'f e e t , a 1 0 n g the e d g e 0 f the woo d s , top 0 i lr, t D ~ 1 -; -; 1. (:3 3 7 (> L~ 0421:3 7 0 
on the polygon, where the tree line turns south. Continuing in a 
straight line south approximately 300 feet, along the edge of the 
woods, to point E: 17 719350 4042930 on the polygon, where the 
t )' ... e e 1. i net u ) .... n 5 v~ est. Co 'rl tin u i n gin c."", s t )' ... a i 9 h t lin ewe s t 
approximately 425 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point F: 
17 71.9250 4042940 on the polygon, where the tree line turns 
southwest. Continuing in a straight line southwest approximately 
.3 7~:; fee t , a I 01"1 9 the e d 9 e 0 f the vJ 0 0 d s, top 0 i n t G: 1 7 7 1 9250 
4042860 on the polygon, where the tree line meets the northeast 
sid e 0 f S tat e r~ 0 a d 1 Lt L~ 3. Con tin u i n 9 no)'-' t h we s tap p ) .... 0 x i I'll ate 1 y 7 <) (> 

feet, along the northeast side of State Road 1443, to point H: 17 
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Un 
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7200 40 4 (> 4 3 0 00 0 nth e pol Y 9 0 n ~ w her"' e the no r-' the a s t sid e (;I f S tat e 
Road 1443 meets the tree line. Continuing in a straight line 
no 'r"' the a s t , a Ion 9 c\ fie I d lin e dis tin 9 u ish e d by a t"' 0 W 0 f t r-' e e s , 
a p p r'" 0 x i rIl e,"l. tel y 1 000 fee t , tot hen 0 r-' the r-' ned 9 e 0 f the fa t-. fl1 

.1. c ], e a r-' i n 9 , at the poi 1'"1 t 0 f 0 t"' i ~l ill. 

A P P r"' 0 x i rn ate 1 y 1 1 a c t-. est hat inc Iud e the cl weI I i 'II 9 , 
outbuildings, farm pond, and field that have been historically 
associated with the property, maintain historic interity, and 
convey the property's historic setting are being nominated for 
the Nat ·i 0 n aIR e 9 i s t f? r-' 0 f Hi!:; t 0 ),-, i c P J. ace s • The 'r"' e m a i n i n 9 p):"' 0 P e)'" t y 
has been excluded because it is not known with certainty to be 
historically associated with the property or because it is now 
woodland and is no longer used for farm production. 

The no 'r" the t-. n b () un dar"' y f t" 0 rl1 U T tvl poi 1'-, t sAt 0 Bin c I u cI est h e 
po 'n d t 0 its sou t h r:\ ) ... , d ex c 1 u des woo d I and t 0 its no '(' t huT he 
e C::\ S t e t-. n b 0 un d a ),-, y f r-' 0 f,l U T'I'r1 point s B toe, C t 0 D, D toE? E t 0 F 
and F to G includes the dwelling and outbuildings to its west and 
exc 1 udes VJood land to its east u The sout het"'n boundal'-'Y ft-'orl1 UTM 
poi 'n t s G t 0 H inc 1 u des the d we 1 lin 9 t 0 its 'II 0 r-' t han d ex c Iud e s 
p r-' 0 pet" t y 'II 0 town e d by the 0 vJ net"' t 0 its sou t h • The vJ est e t-. II 
b 0 IJ )"', d a 'r" y f r" 0 r,l U T /yl poi n t s H t 0 f~ inc Iud est h e d we 1 1 i 'II g t 0 its e a s t 
and ex c Iud e 5 p ),-. 0 per'" t y not k now'll wit h c e r'" t a i n t y t 0 be his t 0 r-' i c a ]. 1 Y 
associated with the house. 
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